
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear SHA Families –  

 

February has long been the month for celebrating all things 

“LOVE”. Here at SHA, we have a profound love for our students, 

their education, and finding ways to lead them towards their 

own personal success. What’s not to LOVE about that!? 

 

One way to support the love we are giving here at SHA is to 

show it from home! We have Parent Conferences coming up on 

February 7th. Students will share with you their “Roadmaps to 

Success” which outline their current testing scores and GPAs, 

their individual goals towards maintaining/improving these 

important statistics, and even some early college “talk”, yielded 

from a Naviance exploration session we ran during midterms 

week. Please be sure to be present on this evening, for your 

students and for their future! 

 

Another way the love will be felt this month is through our school 

culture – SHA t-shirts will become available to students, our SGA 

will be selling singing grams for Valentine’s Day, and students will 

be able to attend the High School of Commerce Valentine’s 

Dance. The students who attended Homecoming this past Fall 

had an excellent and safe evening. Please do consider 

supporting their attendance to this fun event. Also, basketball 

and swimming events will continue in the month of February and 

we have the February Break from the 19th – 23rd to look forward 

to! We are also accepting new students for the upcoming Fall 

2018 school year and are very excited with our applicant pool. 

Very impressive! 

 

See! So many things to LOVE!! 

 

Enjoy the love this month, and please be in touch with us if you 

aren’t feeling it here at SHA. Our students are number one in the 

heart of this academy. 

 

Vestri Optimus Pro Mundo,  

Principal Grace Howard-Donlin  

and Assistant Principal Dena Cooper 

 

 

February 2018 

THE 
GLOBE 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Feb. 2  Report Cards sent home 

Feb. 19 School Closed-Presidents Day 

Feb. 19-23 MidWinter Break-School Closed 

Mar. 9  School Closed-Professional Dev. 

Mar. 30 School Closed-Good Friday 

 

Parent/Guardian & 

Teacher Conferences 

Please be on the lookout for the 

scheduling letter for the  

winter conferences. 

Due to your feedback in the 

Fall, we have changed the 

format of these meetings. 

We look forward to deepening 

our partnership to support your 

student! 
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                                               CLASSROOM UPDATES          
Margaret Hersey 

English Teacher / Demystification of   

the Arts Instructor 

herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com 

In these last few months together we 

have read long and short works of 

poetry and prose as well as pieces that 

blur the lines between the two. As a 

class, we have considered the 

meaning created in these works and 

analyzed the choices that authors 

made in order to shape that. We have 

been guided by the following 

questions:  1. How do authors use 

language to create meaning, and what 

makes that meaning valid? 2.How does 

literature help us to better understand 

ourselves and the world we live in today? Do 

we need literature?  

 

On their midterms, students were asked 

to reflect on these questions and 

respond using texts we read together 

this year. They were assessed on their 

ability to read closely, analyze deeply, 

think critically, and write clearly – skills 

that are crucial for a successful high 

school, and college, career. As usual, I 

was impressed by diligence of most 

students as they prepared for and took 

this exam. The essays students wrote 

showed thoughtfulness and hard work, 

but also illuminated some areas for 

growth as we transition into the second 

half of freshmen year. 

Moving forward, we will be ready to dig 

back into Harper Lee’s novel, To Kill a 

Mockingbird.  

James Ryan 

History Teacher / World Scholar  

Seminar Instructor/Service Learning  

ryanja@springfieldpublicschools.com 

The first semester of Pre-AP World 

History has drawn to a close, with 

students having grappled with the 

concept of social stratification and 

the impacts it has on society.  The 

second semester will kick off with an 

exploration of the various 

modernization movements 

throughout history, featuring the 

Renaissance, the Enlightenment, the 

Protestant Reformation, and the Meiji 

Restoration.  By the end, students will 

have a strong understanding of how 

new ideas often find opposition from 

those who wish to hold on to 

tradition. 

 

The World Scholar Seminar has begun 

exploration of the goal of Good 

Health and Well-Being, and students 

are already up-in-arms after learning 

some gritty details about the 

American healthcare system.  This 

month has also featured the 

Seminar’s first Symposium, where 

students have formed teams to 

research a current issue and draft a 

proposal presentation about what 

caused the issue and how the United 

Nations as a supranational body can 

help address the problem. 

Anjali Martins 
Mathematics (Algebra, Advanced  

Integrated Geometry) Teacher 

martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com 

As students of SHA progress through their 

Mid Term Examination, we continue to 

encourage good work habits that lead to 

strong academic performance. Students 

both in Honors Algebra 1 and Advanced 

Integrated Geometry + Algebra 2 have 

had the opportunity to work and study in 

groups. Collaborative learning is proven 

to enhance long term understanding as it 

builds on social emotional well-being of a 

student; as they learn from and support 

each other towards higher goals. 

Students have also begun to appreciate 

the importance of good note taking and 

organization of papers for review before 

a High Stakes Assessment. For 

Mathematics, this is exceedingly 

important due to the new and 

challenging nature of the content as well 

as the pacing of the seminars. Last, 

students are getting good exposure to 

developing a healthy “Test 

Temperament” which is an important 

preparatory step for being strong 

upperclassmen and women. These 

performances will be reviewed with 

students and improvement areas will be 

presented as growth opportunities to earn 

even better grades.  

Sara Runkle 

Wellness Teacher/School Counselor 

runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Students in Wellness recently 

completed their final project for our 

Brainology curriculum. Students 

demonstrated their knowledge of how 

the brain works and how to use that 

knowledge to be a successful student. 

In groups, students applied what they 

learned in Brainology and created a 

Freshman Study Guide for next year’s 

incoming class. We will now be 

returning to our work in The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective Teens. 

 
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens 

1. Be Proactive 
2. Begin with the end in mind 

3. Put first things first 
4. Think win-win 
5. Seek first to understand, then to be 

understood 
6. Synergize 
7. Sharpen the Saw 

 

Lance Piantaggini 

Latin Teacher 

piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Latin students have watched their 

second animated clip of the year in 

an activity called “MovieTalk.” This 

activity is close to what it sounds like, 

but there’s an important distinction 

for language acquisition. When 

asked about what makes MovieTalk 

different from just watching a video, 

one Latin student raised her hand 

and said “it’s when we watch a 

video for a bit, you pause, then ask us 

questions about it in Latin.” The video 

clips are fun to watch, but students 

hear and understand a lot of Latin 

throughout class as I ask them to think 

about the story and make 

predictions! 

Felicem diem festum 

Sancti Valentini tibi 

opto! 

Ian Howes 

Biology Teacher 

howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com 

January went quick with all the snow 

days, but it the did not stop us from 

tackling Mitosis, Meiosis, and the Cell 

Cycle. We are now headed into the 

complex world of genetics and I stress to 

students the importance of this unit as we 

enter a world of genetic engineering and 

advanced genomic testing. The 

discovery of CRISPR Cas9 will revolutionize 

humanity’s role in manipulating our 

genome (and whatever the entails), so it 

is crucial that students understand the 

basics of DNA structure, heredity, and 

protein synthesis. 

The passionfruit vine is following the 

trellis we hung at the top of the windows. 

Our goal is for it to extend across the class 

by the end of the year. It is growing at a 

rate of about 4 inches a week, so it is likely 

that it will surpass the half way point at 

least. Check out the photo on page three 

of our classroom pest! 

mailto:herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:ryanja@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com
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THE PARENT-GUARDIAN ADVISORY COUNCIL (PGAC) 

PGAC Purpose: To provide a means for parents/guardians to have a voice in all major 

decisions through a voting process and provide opportunities for parents to become 

directly involved with communication, recruitment, fundraising, etc. 

Communication Chair; Mr. Kevin Anderson (parent of Amalia and Kevin) 

Fundraising Chair; Patricia Hernandez (parent of Isaiah) 

Principal Liaison; Dee Brown (parent of Jafari)  

 

Please check out our website for the latest PGAC Meeting Minutes! 

 

 

We have been observing mealy 

bugs under the microscope as 

we pry them off of our poor 

infected coffee plants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (SGA)  

 

 

Photos from left to right; 

President: Jennifer Martinez 

Vice President: Jafari Brown 

Treasurer: Xavier Santana 

Secretary: Lexiy Hernandez 

Communication: Yashi Argawal 

The SGA and 

Anchors 

partnered on 

1/25 to speak to 

students about 

MLK Jr. & how his 

message is 
relevant today! 

Congratulations  

to our newly inducted  

SHA Anchors; Kevin, 

Jaseiry, Emma, Catherine, 

Sulmarie, Jennifer, Laila, 

and Damien! 
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]  

Remember to follow SHA 

Uniform Guidelines… 

Tues. SHA T-shirts or SPS Athletic Gear allowed 

Fri. Dress Down; no low-cut/cropped tops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING SHA 

Main Number: 413-787-6707 
Attendance Reporting: 413-787-6814 
Website: http://bit.ly/SpringfieldHonorsAcademy  
Facebook: Springfield Honors Academy 
Twitter: #SpHonorsAcademy 

ADVENTURE CLUB 

Meets Bi-Weekly 

CULINARY Club 

Meets every other Wed. 

MATH Club 

Meets every other Wed. 2:30-4 

 

During the week of mid-term examinations, we showed SHA students their current academic data including their 

GPA (Grade Point Average), MAP test scores, and PSAT scores. This review was intended to prepare the students for 

well-informed Parent-Guardian and Teacher Conferences. In addition to preparing them for the conferences, we 

are using the data to assist in individual and school-wide goal setting. 

Along with giving them a snapshot of where they stand, we also introduced them to two key resources;  

 NAVIANCE; which is a tool for exploration of colleges, programs of study, and careers 

 KHANAcademy.com; which offers practice exercises, instructional videos, and a personalized learning 

dashboard that empower learners to study at their own pace in and outside of the classroom 

Behind the scenes we have also been meeting with the local colleges to discuss forming partnerships with them 

to expose our students to collegiate culture and expose the colleges to our amazing students. We are building 

foundations in the higher education communities to as we work to fulfill our mission. 

Kristy Synnott, Student Life Coordinator 

The SHA Mission statement: “… students  

will gain admission into, find success within, and 

ultimately graduate from competitive four-year 

colleges, ready to achieve and contribute greatly to the 

world in which they live.” 

 

DRAMA Club 

See Emma Shepard for Info. 

COLLEGE 
CORNER 


